
YOUTH AOD TREATMENT: BETTER TOGETHER  
Enhancing liaison between primary care  

and secondary care services. 

 

Better identification and management of AOD problems in young people attending primary care is a 
key component of an effective primary care youth health response. Strategies to achieve this include: 
 
• Equipping primary care agencies with tools to identify AOD problems via brief  
    intervention training 
• Developing pathways to facilitate referrals to youth AOD services from primary care 
• Improved liaison and consultation between primary care and treatment services 

 

 
What is the Primary Care Liaison service? 
 

 3 FTE – Youth AOD Clinicians  providing: 
 

  Treatment  
- to young people  and families / whanau 

 and 
Liaison 
Consultation   
Training 

- to primary care providers 

Developing a “Youth ABC”  
 

Introducing screening, brief intervention and 
referral to treatment (SBIRT) for youth to primary 
care providers  via an “ABC” guideline 

Enhancing PHO IT systems  
 

Supporting PHOs to incorporate validated, youth-
appropriate screening in software used by GPs and 
practice nurses. 
 

 

Increasing clinical services provided 

Conclusion 
 

PHOs and primary care providers have responded positively 
to consultation and liaison efforts thus far. We anticipate  
increasing contact with a range of practitioners and 
organisations across the wider Auckland region over the 
next 15 months of the project. 

How are we doing this ? 

Rebecca Williams, Julia Crawford, Sue Vugler & Jennifer O’Loughlin 
CADS Altered High 
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